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for Reading." The exhortation had now become an accomplished
fact, for thus was inaugurated an association with the borough
which was to remain unbroken during the nine years of his
membership of the House of Commons, surviving the stress of
three General Elections, and to be perpetuated by his adoption of
the name of his old constituency as his title on his elevation in
1914 to the House of Lords.

CHAPTER    IV

RUFUS   ISAACS,   K.C.,   M . P .

MEMBERSHIP of the House of Commons necessarily
added to his already almost insupportable burden of
work a further weight which he might justifiably have
hesitated to assume. But he was by now a devout Liberal and in
particular a convinced Free Trader, and he was anxious to put at
the service of the State and of his party those talents which the
exercise of his profession had revealed. He believed sincerely
that the existing Conservative Government was doing active
harm to the national interests, and he was prepared to accept the
further sacrifice of private to public life which his new duties
involved. Moreover, it would be hypocritical to pretend that in
so doing he gave no thought to his own future.

"Lawyer politicians are apt to be suspect as careerists and
nothing more. But, while there is no doubt that, so long as there
are Law Officers in the House of Commons and so long as they
have at least a strong claim to preferment to the higher judicial
offices, successful leaders at the Bar will almost perforce seek
election to Parliament, it by no means follows that their main
motive is personal advantage rather than public service. More-
over, a great advocate is so prominently in the public eye that
he cannot hope to escape the pressure of his party organization
to come forward as a candidate.

Rufus Isaacs always refused to subscribe to the view that
there was anything derogatory in the title of "politician.'' "I
only wooed you as a politician. I never attempted to do any-
thing else than appeal to you as a politician," he said to his new
Reading constituents at the declaration of the poll, but he cer-
tainly never understood the description to imply that loyalty to
party was an end in itself rather than a means toward enabling